Basketsful of Fragments

Fragment 14 -
 The Abrahamic Covenant
Text: The blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ;


 that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
Gal. 3:7


A. The Cutting of the Abrahamic Covenant

In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram
Gen. 15:18

God “Cut” a Covenant with Abraham.

“made”



“made” (Heb. karath) is from a primary root word meaning “to cut” 


with specific reference to a covenant (i.e. to make an alliance by cutting flesh 

and passing between the pieces.) 

Cf. Jer. 34:18, 19

1. The Parties to the Covenant – God and Abraham.
Gen. 15:18


In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram.

2. The Provisos in the Covenant. The Covenant is…

a. Unconditional.
-  will 1 give it


13:15; 12:1-3 (4 occ.)

b. Unilateral.
- will I give it 


13:15; 12:1-3 (4 occ.)

c. Personal
- will I give it


13:15; 12:7
d. Patrimonial
- to thee … and to thy seed


13:15
e. Literal
- all the land … thou seest…walk through…the length…breadth of it. 
13:17
f. Terrestrial
- the land … the dust of the earth

13:15-17 cf. 12:3b
g. Perpetual
- to thy seed forever.


13:15 
3. The Provisions of the Covenant:

a. It involves Abraham
I will bless thee....

12:2, 3; 15:18; 17:2, 4
i. I will make of thee a great nation.
12:2a
ii. (I will) make thy name great;
12:2b
iii. Thou  shalt be a blessing;
12:2c
iv. I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee.

12:3a

b. It involves a Seed - In thee … all the families of the earth … blessed.

12:3b, 7; 13:15

c. It involves a Sovereign (king) – 

17:6


And I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.

d. It involves a Land - Unto a land that I will show thee.

12:1c, 7; 15:7

B. The Confirmation of the Covenant

And he (Abram) said, Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?
Gen 15:8


The Sureties of the Covenant were…

15:9-12, 17

i. A Night Ceremony.


15:8-12-17

· A Ram (with other creatures) was Cut into two and the halves parted.
See #A above
· A smoking furnace and a burning lamp (representing God) passed between those pieces. Gen. 15:17

Thus, the Lord passed through the “cut” pieces to confirm His Covenant with Abram.
Cf. Jer. 34:18-20

ii. A Name Change -  from Abram to Abraham


17:4, 5

Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham;

for a father of many nations have I made thee.

iii. A National Circumcision.


17:9-14



This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee;



Every man child among you shall be circumcised.

C. The Cup of the New Covenant – This cup is the new covenant in my blood

1. The Lord too has made a Covenant with His Church – the New Covenant of Redemption.
2. The Lord will make a New Covenant with Israel one future day

Jer 31:31, 32-34
Though they have broken the Old Covenant; in the New, He will Remember their sins no more.

3. The Lord Reminds us of this New Covenant as the Church keeps His Remembrance feast.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me
a. The Special Sign of the Covenant is in the blood He Shed for our Redemption.

b. The Special Symbol of the Covenant is the Cup from which we drink in His Remembrance.

That blood that flowed for sin, In symbol here we see,

And feel the pledge within, That we are loved of Thee.
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